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Acting, effects make 'Carol' special
ATY: Talented cast, crew keep up with thrilling pace.
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By MARK MURO
Daily News theater reviewer
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(Published: December 20, 2003) 
Alaska Theatre of Youth's production of "A Christmas Carol" is here for the holidays, and it's a show that delivers all that it's supposed to and a lot more. 
To call Charles Dickens' short story a classic is to understate its significance in our collective psyche. The tale presents such a complete vision of our cultural expectations of Christmas, one could almost assume that Dickens invented the holiday as we know it.
ATY's production is inventive and stylized, delivering two 45-minute acts that are packed with dazzling special effects, a score of swift set changes and an immense cast of fully costumed young people in multiple roles.
The story is as familiar as our own memories; a more vivid picture of the heartless effects of bourgeois society is hard to imagine. Charles Ludlum's adaptation gives us a delicate balance of pathos and humor, with some cleaver pop references thrown in for fun. For example, Scrooge wears the spats of Uncle Scrooge McDuck, Donald's rich cheapskate uncle.
The show is delightful. Stage veteran Don Love is excellent in the great role of Scrooge, going from misanthropic miser to giddy love-daddy by the show's end. Love carries off the transition seamlessly, blending cartoony camp with unstrained naturalism. 
McKay Child plays a very human Bob Cratchit, the besotted every- prole, whose optimism begins to fray as the wolf closes in.
Dave Harbour as Marley's Ghost is outstandingly creepy. A wraith from the dust bin of regret, his cautionary monologue is still one of the most powerful in the canon. "I wear the chain I forged in life. I made it link by link, yard by yard." Gives me a chill every year I hear it. 
A small army of nimble kids not only act and sing and dance but double as stagehands, wheeling the numerous sets around the stage without a glitch. All this is kept rolling at a lively pace by director Yngvil Vatn Guttu.
Thrilling sound design by Erick Hayden and expressionistic lighting by Rebecca Johnson make this production exciting and magical.
"A Christmas Carol" remains undiminished as a moving testament to the power of redemption through compassion, and ATY delivers a charming and moving version of this timeless tale. With all the theater and movies out there this season, try to make time for this one too. 
Mark Muro lives and writes in Anchorage. 

