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Commissioner’s Pollution Prevention Award for Waste Reduction - 2002

Delivered at the Alliance Luncheon – Sheraton Hotel

October 17, 2002 - Anchorage, Alaska
Thank you for allowing me to join you today to encourage pollution prevention and waste reduction, and to recognize businesses committed to these important goals. 

This is the fun part of my job -- giving out awards and saluting proactive stewardship.  

The Commissioner’s Pollution Prevention Award for Outstanding Achievement in Waste Reduction recognizes the pollution prevention ethic and achievements by businesses, organizations and communities in Alaska. 

When we talk about pollution prevention, the phrase “reuse, reduce and recycle” comes immediately to mind. That is a great message, but pollution prevention is about much more than that.   

Increasingly, the nation is coming to understand pollution prevention's value—as an environmental strategy, as a sustainable business practice, as a core business and societal ethic. 

Whether the result is a business implementing an environmental management system or innovating technology, or communities cooperating to protect a river system, the goal of preventing pollution, rather than managing it, has motivated terrific activities in Alaska.  

And the pay off is great:  Pollution prevention means cleaner air and water, a longer landfill life, and often times, financial savings.

Over the past three years, we have been pleased to give out eight awards.  

This year there are 5 awardees: Schlumberger Technology Corporation, Western Geco, City of Palmer, Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council, and ABR, Incorporated.

Today it is my pleasure to present two awards. 

The first award is for Schlumberger Technology Corporation.  

Schlumberger uses a closed hot glycol engine circulation system on the North Slope.  The common practice on the Slope is to keep vehicle engines running during cold weather temperatures to prevent engines from freezing. 

The Schlumberger system circulates hot glycol through the engine block, allowing the engines to be turned off during idle periods. The result is a huge reduction in diesel fumes, and improved air quality around the camps.  The close system reduces the risk of glycol spills.  Added bonuses are significant cost savings for vehicle fuel, and reductions in engine damage.  Others have seen the benefits and are adopting this technique.  

Schlumberger Limited, a parent company of Schlumberger Technology Limited, recognized the project team who devised this system for environmental excellence, and donated $1,000 on the team’s behalf to the Anchorage Polaris School to help with a land reclamation project behind the school. 

We’d also like to recognize Schlumberger for its successful use of the Alaska Materials Exchange program to recycle the supersacks used to transport salt and sand for well services in Prudhoe Bay. 

For those of you who don’t know, the Alaska Materials Exchange lists materials for swap.  It saves money for donors and recipients, and it reduces land fill volumes. 

Rather than trash the supersacks, Schlumberger now gives them to villages on the North West Coast.  These rural communities use the supersacks to store solid waste in their landfills, which avoids the usual wind blown trash landscape.  That’s a good solution for all.

I’d like to ask Douglas Stephens to come up and accept the award and acknowledge other participants.  

[Hand award and let them speak]

Our second award goes to Western Geco.

Western Geco’s business is mapping basins and imaging reservoirs. Under normal winter conditions, motor oil, diesel, or transmission fluid can leak from equipment used for these activities.  WesternGeco set a goal of no footprint and designed and built a portable Hydrocarbon Recovery and Disposal System. This system not only addresses spill cleanup on the spot but also produces secondary benefits of wash water for clothes and BTUs to the incinerator. Deployment of this system eliminates many of the environmental, safety, transportation, and disposal concerns associated with seismic operations in the Arctic.  

The system also houses a two stage “starved air’ incineration system for the proper disposal of solid waste, used oil, and recovered hydrocarbons.  Two stage incinerators are specifically designed to reduce emissions.  The resulting ash is not classified as a hazardous waste. 

This on-site process saves Western Geco an estimated $9,000 per month. 

In short, pollution prevention pays, in protecting our environment and in increasing the bottom line of companies.    

I’d like to ask John Davis to come up and accept the award and acknowledge Western Geco’s other participants..  

[Hand award and let them speak]

Thank you for your efforts and congratulations.
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