April 18, 2002

Dear Colleague,


Last month, we joined 60 of our colleagues in voting for the Levin-Bond amendment regarding the Corporate Average Fuel Economy standards for cars, SUV’s, and light trucks.  Given the upheaval in the Middle East, we plan to offer additional language to slow the growth of our dependency on oil in a measureable way before the Senate completes action on the energy bill.  We invite your support of our efforts.

We supported the Levin-Bond amendment because, among other things, it invests federal dollars in research and development of advanced technology vehicles.  It harnesses the power of government to purchase and commercialize hybrid and fuel cell-powered vehicles.  We also support the amendment’s accompanying tax incentives, which will further encourage the production and purchase of advanced, fuel-efficient vehicles.

However, the Levin-Bond amendment falls short in one important area.  Unlike the House bill, it does not include a clear, measurable objective for oil savings.  The issue is not CAFE or MPG -- rather it is oil and our growing dependence on imports for 56 pecent of what we use.  Our amendment will establish, in addition to everything currently in the energy bill, a requirement that the Secretary of Transportation issue regulations to reduce the amount of oil consumed in our passenger cars and light trucks in 2015 by 1,000,000 barrels per day compared to consumption without such regulations in place.  This is roughly equivalent to the amount we import each day from Iraq.

Federal research has identified promising fuel technologies, including fuels developed from biomass, coal waste, and other sources that could play a role in reducing our dependence on traditional, foreign crude oil and facilitate a transition to advanced fuels.  Our amendment tasks the Department of Energy to work with the Department of Transportation to develop and encourage such technologies.

Today, America will use 7.8 million barrels of oil to power the vehicles that we drive.  The Department of Energy forecasts that this amount will climb to 10.6 million barrels per day by 2015, and increase of over 35 percent.  We propose to limit that growth to 23 percent, or 9.6 million barrels.

America’s national security is jeopardized by our growing dependence on foreign oil.  Oil imports now account for a third of our nation’s trade deficit, which exceeded $400 billion last year.  In addition, the exhausts of our motor vehicles are the source of a quarter of the carbon dioxide emitted into our atmosphere.

To address these concerns, Congress need not attempt to micromanage a solution.  We should, however, set a clear, measurable objective - reducing the growth in oil consumption by at least a million barrels per day by 2015.  We should then delegate to NHTSA, as the Levin-Bond amendment does, the responsibility for working with the auto industry to achieve that objective.  Please join us.
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