DRAFT

PAN-NORTHERN PROTOCOL FOR OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT

BETWEEN:

[Yukon First Nations]

AND:

[N.W.T.  First Nations]

AND:

[Alaska First Nations]

AND:

[Northern B.C. First Nations]

(Collectively referred to as the “Parties)

WHEREAS:

(A) The Parties shared resources and traded goods amongst each other since time immemorial in order to survive and prosper in the Northern;

(B) The Parties desire to reconfirm their commitment to work together and share information and opportunities to ensure meaningful benefits flow to all First Nations with respect to oil and gas development in the North; and

(C) The oil and gas industry is currently studying the feasibility of various pipeline routes in the North to transport resources to southern markets.

THEREFORE, the Parties agree as follows:

1.0 OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT IN THE NORTH
1.1 The Parties confirm their support for responsible oil and gas developments, which respect the land and wildlife, including their habitat, and generate meaningful opportunities for their citizens without compromising their social and economic well-being.

2.0 PURPOSES
2.1 The purposes of this Protocol are to confirm their commitments and establish a mechanism for the Parties to:

2.1.1 share information with respect to oil and gas development in the North;

2.1.2 coordinate efforts to ensure that oil and gas developments proceed in an environmentally responsible manner;

2.1.3 maximize employment, training and apprenticeship opportunities for their citizens;

2.1.4 examine investment opportunities; and

2.1.5 facilitate and coordinate communications generally among the Parties.

3.0 EMPLOYMENT, TRAINING AND APPRENTICESHIP OPPORTUNITIES
3.1 The Parties will cooperate and use their best efforts to ensure that their citizens are able to apply for employment, training and apprenticeship opportunities that arise from any oil and gas developments in the North.

3.2 The Parties will encourage the oil and gas industry to implement employment measures, apprenticeship programs and on-the-job training programs that optimize access for First Nation citizens.

4.0 COOPERATION
4.1 The Parties agree to work together in a spirit of cooperation and mutual respect in accordance with their traditional values and cultures while the Parties pursue and achieve the purposes of this Protocol.

4.2 The Parties will operate in a manner that ensures that open communications are maintained.

5.0 MEETINGS
5.1 The Parties will meet as necessary to fulfill the purposes of this Protocol.  Meetings may be held by telephone conference call.

6.0 TECHNICAL WORKING-GROUPS
6.1 The Parties may establish a technical working group to undertake specific tasks or duties.  Each Party may appoint a representative to any working group.

7.0 OTHER MATTERS
7.1 Nothing in this Protocol will be construed so as to abrogate or derogate from, or to identify or define, any aboriginal title or interests of the Parties or their citizens under the Constitution Act, 1982.

Signed this _______________ day of March, 2002, at Whitehorse, Yukon Territory.
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